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Attachment 

2 
Proof of Formal Adoption 
Attachment 2 consists of the proof of formal adoption of the IRWM Plan by the two agencies 
implementing the projects contained in this proposal and by other Regional Water Management 
Group members, and letters of support for the proposal and the projects contained within it. Since 
this proposal utilizes the eligibility criterion for IRWM Plans adopted prior to September 30, 
2008, an electronic copy of the San Luis Obispo County Integrated Regional Water Management 
Plan (IRWM Plan) is not included, but can be referenced at the following website: 

www.slocountywater.org/site/Frequent%20Downloads/Integrated%20Regional%20Water%20Ma
nagement%20Plan/July%202007%20Plan%20Update/index.htm 

Implementing Agencies 

San Luis Obispo County 

San Luis Obispo County is responsible for implementing two of the three projects contained 
within this Consolidated Proposal; the Los Osos Community Wastewater Project and the Flood 
Control Zone 1/1A Waterway Management Program.  The San Luis Obispo County Board of 
Supervisors adopted Resolution 2005-403 on December 6, 2005 (Exhibit A) approving the San 
Luis Region Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, and authorizing and directing the 
Director of Public Works of the County of San Luis Obispo to implement the five-year update 
plan contained within it.   Notice from the Public Works Director of completion of the IRWM 
Plan’s first year update is included as Exhibit B.  The County is also a Regional Water 
Management Group member and a copy of their executed Memorandum of Understanding is 
provided as Exhibit C. 

Nipomo Community Services District 

The Nipomo Community Services District is responsible for implementing one of the three 
projects contained within this Consolidated Proposal; the Nipomo Waterline Intertie Project.  The 
Board for the Nipomo CSD adopted the IRWM Plan on October 12, 2005, and approved the 
update on July 26, 2007 (Exhibit D). 

The Nipomo CSD is also a Regional Water Management Group member and a copy of their 
executed Memorandum of Understanding is provided in Exhibit C. 

Regional Water Management Group  

The following table lists the Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) members as of the 
date of this proposal.  Copies of the executed Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) are 
included as Exhibit C.  As outlined in the MOU RWMG members participate in IRWM activities 
for the region via Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) meetings.  IRWM Plan support 
and adoption notification letters from the WRAC and various other agencies and RWMG 
members are included as Exhibit E. 
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San Luis Obispo County Region 
Regional Water Management Group Members 

 
Agency or Group       Date 
Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District   7/17/2009 
San Luis Obispo (SLO) County      4/21/2009 
SLO County Flood Control and Water Conservation District  4/21/2009 
Los Osos CSD        4/20/2009 
City of Morro Bay       10/1/2009 
Morro Bay National Estuary Program     12/2/2009 
Nipomo CSD        4/9/2009 
Oceano CSD*        5/27/2009 
City of San Luis Obispo       8/18/2009 
San Simeon CSD       6/10/2009 
Upper Salinas - Las Tablas Resource Conservation District  5/28/2009 

  

*Oceano CSD Board approved signing the MOU on 5/27/09.  An executed copy was received on December 28, 
2010. 

Letters of Support 

Letters of support are included with this proposal as Exhibit F, which includes a letter of support from the WRAC, 
Assemblyman Khatchik Achadjian, the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, the County Board of 
Supervisors, the Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District, Morro Bay National Estuary Program, and the 
Sierra Club.. 
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July 26, 2007 
 
Members of the San Luis Obispo County Region 
Integrated Regional Water Management Planning 
 
Subject: IRWM Plan Update 
 
Dear Members of the San Luis Obispo County Region: 
 
Upon direction of Resolution No. 2005-403 of the Board of Supervisors of the San Luis 
Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, the governing body of the 
regional agency authorized to develop, and that has responsibility for implementation of, the 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (Plan) for the San Luis Obispo County Region 
have implemented the first year tasks identified in the five-year schedule, originally adopted 
on December 6, 2005. 
 
Plan Year Fiscal Year IRWM Plan Update Activities 

#1 2006-07 Review the plan’s goals, objectives, strategies, and priorities with 
stakeholders.  Amend Plan. 

#2 07-08 No later than January 1, 2008, complete the four (4) plan components 
that are described in the region’s Planning Grant proposal. 

#3 08-09 Prepare a status report on plan activities and an interim scorecard.  
Identify alternative strategies that may enhance implementation 
efforts. 

#4 09-10 Evaluate the results of Plan efforts; prepare the scorecard and 
compare to baseline developed in Plan Year #1. 

#5 2010-11 Update the Plan, its goals and objectives, refine integration strategies, 
rank new priorities, and consider other changes   

 
Proposed amendments to the Plan were presented at a public workshop on May 23, 2007.  
Comments received were then incorporated as additional amendments.  On July 18, 2007, the 
Water Resources Advisory Committee, which includes 29 members representing elected 
officials of all seven cities, other local agencies including the region’s community services 
districts, private water purveyors, agriculture and environmental stakeholders, unanimously 
approved a motion supporting the updated Plan and the projects being considered for the San 
Luis Obispo County Region Proposition 50 IRWM implementation grant application (See 
Section F, Page 4). 
 
On behalf of the District, I would also like to recognize the efforts of Courtney Howard P.E., 
who led our efforts.   
 

 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
County Government Center, Room 207 • San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 • (805)781-5252 
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Central Coast Region 

Internet Address:  http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast
895 Aerovista Place – Suite 101, San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-7906 

Phone (805) 549-3147 • FAX (805) 543-0397 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

  Recycled Paper 

Linda S. Adams 
Secretary for 

Environmental 
Protection   

 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Governor 

December 22, 2010 
 
 
California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 
Financial Assistance Branch 
Attn: Mr. Trevor Joseph 
PO Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Joseph: 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO’S INTEGRATED 
REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN GRANT APPLICATION IN 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE LOS OSOS WASTEWATER PROJECT 
 
The Central Coast Water Board supports the County of San Luis Obispo Public Works 
Department (County) in their effort to obtain Integrated Regional Water Management 
(IRWM) grant funding for this project.  Although we understand the County identifies 
several important integrated water resource projects, we strongly support the Los Osos 
Wastewater Project (LOWWP).   
 
The community of Los Osos contains approximately 15,000 residences and is located 
near the Morro Bay National Estuary in San Luis Obispo County.  Due to a high density 
of septic systems in the shallow groundwater area, the upper groundwater aquifer has 
demonstrated high levels of nitrate and other pollutants.  Nitrate in the upper aquifer 
exceeds safe drinking water levels.  As a result, local water purveyors have resorted to 
drilling deeper wells accessing an uncontaminated lower aquifer, which is now causing 
seawater intrusion.  Currently, the Los Osos community does not have a community 
wastewater treatment system to address the continued discharge of septic system 
wastewater.   
 
For many years the Los Osos community, with help from the County as well as the Los 
Osos Community Services District, has been actively pursuing a wastewater system to 
address existing septic system discharges and associated groundwater pollution.  One 
of the biggest obstacles to completion of a community wastewater system has been 
funding.  However, the County recently proposed and permitted the LOWWP, which 
includes Title 22 tertiary treatment allowing for 100 percent beneficial water reuse (i.e., 
urban and agricultural reuse) and no ocean outfall.  The LOWWP will be the first 
wastewater system in the County of San Luis Obispo to implement an agricultural water 



Mr. Joseph - 2 - December 22, 2010 
 
 
 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

  Recycled Paper 

reuse program.  Grant funding will help reduce the burden rate payers in Los Osos will 
be expected to pay, which is currently estimated to be over 4% of the median household 
income criterion.   
 
 
Construction of the LOWWP is vital to addressing wastewater treatment and is a critical 
step to facilitate improving the water supply in the community.  Please make the funding 
of the County’s IRWM application a top priority, as it will address numerous water 
resource issues within the County of San Luis Obispo.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Roger W. Briggs 
Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: 
 
Courtney Howard, Water Resources Engineer  
San Luis Obispo County Public Works  
County Government Center, Room 207  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 
 
 
s:\wdr\wdr facilities\san luis obispo co\los osos\letter of support irwm (121310).doc 















 
Santa Lucia Chapter 

 P.O. Box 15755 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

(805) 543-8717  
www.santalucia.sierraclub.org 

 
 

December 21, 2010 
 

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 
Financial Assistance Branch 
Attn: Mr. Trevor Joseph 
PO Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
 
Subject: Support for the County of San Luis Obispo’s Integrated Regional 

Water Management Plan Grant Application  
 
 
Dear Mr. Joseph, 
 
The Sierra Club, the nation’s oldest and largest grass-roots environmental organization, 
strongly supports the County of San Luis Obispo in the effort to obtain Integrated 
Regional Water Management (IRWM) grant funding for our region. Several important 
integrated water resource projects exist within the County, especially the Los Osos 
Wastewater Project (LOWWP).   
 
In addition to curbing the pollution of a National Estuary, the LOWWP includes Title 22 
tertiary treatment, 100% beneficial reuse, and no ocean outfall, making the LOWWP an 
important water resource project within the Central Coast Region. The LOWWP will be 
the first wastewater system in the County of San Luis Obispo to implement agricultural 
reuse of treated effluent. Grant funding will reduce the burden Los Osos rate payers are 
expected to pay, which is currently estimated at over 4% of Median Household Income.   
 
Please make the funding of the County’s IRWM application a top priority, as it will 
address numerous water resource issues within the County of San Luis Obispo. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrew Christie 
Chapter Director 
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